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Home-field advantage

'Pinball' Clemons foundation teams up with CAW to fund Habitat for Humanity house


By SHARON LEM, SUN MEDIA

	
	


The Grey Cup's 95th kick-off isn't all about partying and football -- an Oshawa family will be receiving a new Habitat for Humanity home. 

The Michael "Pinball" Clemons Foundation, together with the Canadian Auto Workers, have joined forces to fund and build a Habitat for Humanity home in Oshawa. 

"The home is now under construction at the Rogers Centre and the exterior of the home will be finished in time for display at the Grey Cup game," said Oshawa city councillor Robert Lutczyk, who pushed for council to vote in favour of donating a surplus residential building lot in one of Oshawa's quiet neighbourhoods for the Habitat home. 

"Habitat for Humanity really brings a number of partnerships together to create affordable homes and property owners, which is fundamental to the success of our society," Lutczyk said. 

Clemons and his family, CFL players and cheerleaders, members from the CAW and Habitat volunteers assembled and built the home outside the Rogers Centre during the Grey Cup Festival. 

'MAKE A DIFFERENCE' 

The shell of the home will be on display today. If you would like to swing a hammer beside one of your favourite players, volunteer an hour or two today between 9 a.m and 1:30 p.m. 

At a 1:30 p.m. dedication ceremony, Clemons will hand over the keys of the house to the Habitat for Humanity Oshawa family. 

"We can work together to make a difference to ensure we motivate, nurture and empower the under-resourced within our community," Clemons, the Toronto Argonauts head coach, said. "This is just the first step for the foundation in making a real difference in the lives of families within our communities." 

Following the Grey Cup game, the shell of the home will be stored until next spring. It will then be transported to its Oshawa location near Olive Ave. and Wilson Rd. where it will be finished by next summer. 

'WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY' 

One underprivileged Durham region family was chosen for the home. 

"It's a wonderful opportunity for a sporting event to be a real community builder and participate in something which is going to have a permanent, tangible benefit," said Habitat for Humanity Toronto CEO Neil Hetherington. 

"Everyone deserves to live in clean, safe and affordable housing," CAW president Buzz Hargrove said. 

Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit, non-denominational Christian housing organization that builds affordable housing for low-income families. Habitat for Humanity has built a more than 225,000 homes in 100 countries. 

To donate or volunteer, call 416-755-7353.

